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GAYS AGAINST GUNS WILL STORM GAY MECCA FIRE ISLAND  
SUNDAY JULY 3  

TO SET STAGE FOR FALL CAMPAIGN  
 
 

Headline-grabbing new activist group will recreate its moving white-veiled tribute to Orlando victims on 
beaches and boardwalks of the Pines and Cherry Grove  

 
 
On Sunday, July 3, from 1pm to 8pm, 100 members of Gays Against Guns, the new direct-action 
group fighting for an assault-weapons ban and other gun-control laws, will descend on the LGBTQ 
summer havens of the Fire Island Pines and Cherry Grove to build membership and funds for an 
election-season campaign targeting the National Rifle Association and its bought-and-sold, bad-
conscience puppets in Congress. 
 
Photos and video will be available here: 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aewvg4crcz183pk/AAATf-SDBz6-CeJfPVlUddcYa?dl=0 
 
The group will have tables in the commercial hearts of both the Pines and Cherry Grove all day. In 
addition, the group will restage its white-veiled tribute to the 49 LGBTQ victims of the Orlando Pulse 
massacre, which made the front page of the July 27 New York Times: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHAo43KvKBk 
 
At 1pm, 49 ghostly figures will solemnly walk the length of Pines beach at the height of sunning hours, 
then, at 6pm, will walk the boardwalk from Cherry Grove to the Pines, to stand silently before throngs 
of dancing revelers at the Pines' traditional nightly "low tea" bash--a reminder that the Orlando victims 
were also merely dancing and having fun when they were shot down by a civilian with an assault 
weapon.  
 
The Fire Island events are meant to extend the energy from last Sunday's March, when up to 750 
GAG marchers enjoined tens of thousands of onlookers to join them in the chants, "Hey hey, ho ho, 
the NRA has got to go!" and, often, the blunter "F*ck the NRA!"  
 
Said GAG cofounder Kevin Hertzog, "The reception we got at Pride was so overwhelming, we all 
canceled our July 4 plans to come out swinging and build our base and our budget while the iron is 
hot. We're working on a campaign that may begin as soon as this weekend and we want to loop 
thousands more in before the anger and grief from Orlando wanes and we get complacent before the 
inevitable next AR-15 massacre." 
 
Reminded cofounder John Grauwiler, "We like our acronym because it makes us gag in disgust that 
the NRA has bought off enough politicians that Congress can't even pass a ban on mass-death 
weapons like the ban it had until 2004. We <a 
href="http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-orlando-shooting-gun-raffle--met-
20160629-story.html">just read</a> that an Orlando gun shop is going to raffle off an AR-15 to raise 
money for the Orlando 49's survivors. Does it get any more fucked-up than that?" 
 
	


