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GAYS AGAINST GUNS SHUTS DOWN 2 NYC REEBOK CROSSFITS TO PROTEST GUN 
GIVEAWAY 

 
Fitness centers cancel classes and lock doors as dozens of protesters fall to the sidewalk 
outside, demanding #CrossfitDropTheGlock and chanting "How many more have to die?" 

 
Video here and photos embedded. 

 
Saturday midday in Manhattan, dozens of protesters from the new street-action group Gays Against 
Guns, joined by allies from Queer Nation NY and New Yorkers Against Gun Violence (NYAGV), 
expressed their outrage over the Crossfit Games' decision to award its winners lethal Glock 
handguns by protesting outside the Reebok Crossfit on 5th Avenue and 38th St, chanting, "Reebok, 
Crossfit, open your eyes/A gun is lethal, not a prize." 
 
The group then fell to the ground in a die-in as a funeral bagpipe played. They were joined by NYC 
Public Advocate and gun-reform activist Letitia James.  
 
The Crossfit canceled classes and locked its doors during the protest, but then the protesters, wielding 
a block-long, rainbow-striped GAYS AGAINST GUNS banner and handing out flyers to hundreds of 
onlookers, marched all the way down Fifth Avenue through the Union Square Farmer's market to 
another Reebok Crossfit at 1 Union Square West, which also locked its doors.  
 
Calling "Shame, shame, shame!", the group once again dropped to the ground. 
 
The protesters demanded that Crossfit Games corporate partners #ReebokDropCrossfit and 
#ESPNDropCrossfit unless Crossfit director Dave Castro agrees to #DropTheGlock.  
 
Awarding highly-lethal, high-capacity Glocks, the same handgun used in Friday's massacre in Munich 
and the 2011 Tucson massacre that gravely injured Rep. Gabby Giffords, has created outrage and 
controversy in the tightly-knit Crossfit community. Gays Against Guns also launched the above 
hashtags on social media.  
 
"We're disgusted that amid a rash of gun violence in the U.S. from both police and civilians, Crossfit 
Games would offer this sick prize amid a sport that's supposed to be about health and fitness, not 
bloodshed and death," said Kevin Hertzog, cofounder (with Brian Worth and John Grauwiler) of Gays 
Against Guns (GAG). 
 
The group sprang up days after the June 12 massacre of 49 LGBTQ people at the Pulse Nightclub in 
Orlando. GAG massed nearly 800 people to march in the June 26 NYC Pride parade, many chanting, 
"Fuck the NRA!" along with onlookers. The group now has chapters growing in several cities and 
states, including Los Angeles, D.C., Chicago, Orlando, New Jersey, Virginia, Omaha and 
Provincetown, Mass. 
 
Since it began, the group has protested Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-NY) for being a complete "NRA puppet" 
who repeatedly votes down meaningful gun-control legislation, and also joined 200 protesters outside 
Trump Tower on July 18 to protest the "toxic quartet" of Donald Trump, Mike Pence, the GOP and the 
NRA, condemning their lethal combination of anti-LGBTQ rhetoric and opposition to gun regulation.  
 
All the events are part of GAG's election-season-long campaign to "name, shame and blame" people 
and groups on the gun complex "chain of death," from investors in gunmakers (like Blackstone Group 
and Cerberus) to the makers themselves (like Glock and Sig Sauer) to the NRA and other gun lobby 
groups like the NRA and the National Shooting Sports Foundation) to their puppets in Congress, 



especially those facing reelection like Zeldin and Senators Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Rob Portman (R-OH), 
Richard Burr (R-NC) and Pat Toomey (R-PA). 
 
GAG will continue to partner with other gun-violence prevention groups such as NYAGV, whose 
executive director, Leah Gunn Barrett, said today, "We're here today to send a message to Crossfit, 
Reebok and ESPN that when corporations glamorize guns for profit at a time of unprecedented gun-
related death and heartbreak in the U.S., we will do everything in our power to expose your amorality 
and make you as uncomfortable as possible. The American people have had it with your death 
profiteering." 
	

	


