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WEEK-OLD "GAYS AGAINST GUNS" TURNS OUT UP TO 750 IN SUNDAY NYC PRIDE 
MARCH, CHANTING "STOP THE NRA!" AND STAGING DIE-INS ALONG THE ROUTE 
 
Fledgling group blows up on social media and plans follow-up meeting this week to chart actions 
in the weeks ahead 
 
Chanting "Stop the NRA!" and "What do we want? Gun control!," up to 750 members of the week-
old activist group Gays Against Guns (#gaysagainstguns and #gagonit) overwhelmed the 
#Pride2016 March in New York City on Sunday, June 26.  
An image from the GAG contingent made page A1 of today's (Monday Jun 27) New York Times, 
with coverage also coming from WNYC, Reuters, AFP, Buzzfeed, ABC and many other major 
and local outlets.  
 
The group, which first met the Friday before last amid a mood of outrage and grief over the 
assault-weapon massacre of 49 people at a gay club in Orlando, transfixed march onlookers, 
made local and national news, went viral on social media and pledged to regroup as soon as this 
week to plan gun-control actions in the near future, likely in concert with preexisting LGBTQ 
activist groups.  
 
The group, which wore pink, orange and black "Gays Against Guns" T-shirts made at an 8-hour 
stenciling party the day before, periodically fell to the ground in a mass "die-in," a gesture that 
dates back to 1980s AIDS activism, repeating in unison, "How many more have to die?" They 
were trailed by 49 silent marchers in white veils, each of whom carried a placard with the name 
and photo of someone who died in Orlando.  
 
"Our goal today was to show the NRA and their paid-off puppets in Congress that the LGBTQ 
community has already organized in the wake of the assault-weapon-enabled massacre on our 
sisters and brothers in Orlando," said Kevin Hertzog, who cofounded the group with Brian Worth 
and John Grauwiler.  
 
"Gun violence has become a public-health crisis in the U.S.," said Grauwiler. "The NRA and their 
enablers in D.C. have blood on their hands and make us gag in disgust. We intend to have great 
fun in the weeks and months ahead haunting their collective bad conscience until they do the 
right thing or get kicked out of power. They've hit us too close to home this time." 
 
Follow Gays Against Guns on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, or at gaysagainstguns.net. 
Ample photos and videos also available via #gaysagainstguns on Instagram. 
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